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wor-ship wûr'shĭp  
[Middle English worshipe, worthiness, honor, from Old English 
weorthscipe : weorth, worth]  
 
1. 1. 1. 1. The reverent love afforded to a deity, an idol or a sacred  
object.  2. 2. 2. 2. The ceremonies, prayers, or other religious forms  
by which love is expressed. 3. 3. 3. 3. Ardent devotion or adoration 

 

Hallelujah! Praise God in his holy house of worship,  
      praise him under the open skies;  

   Praise him for his acts of power,  
      praise him for his magnificent greatness;  

   Praise with a blast on the trumpet,  
      praise by strumming soft strings;  

   Praise him with castanets and dance,  
      praise him with banjo and flute;  

   Praise him with cymbals and a big bass drum,  
      praise him with fiddles and mandolin.  

   Let every living, breathing creature praise GOD!  
      Hallelujah!  

 Psalm 150, Psalm 150, Psalm 150, Psalm 150, The Message 

    From time to time the church should take stock of 
that which is most central, most important and most 
vital in our common life together. Though we sing 
with the tongues of men and of angels, if we are not 
truly worshipping living God, we are noisy gongs and 
clanging cymbals. Though we organize the liturgy 
most beautifully, if it does not enable us to worship 
the living God, we are mere ballet dancers. Though 
we repave the floor and reface the stonework, 
though we balance our budgets and attract all the 
tourists, if we are not worshipping God,  
we are nothing.                           NT Wright,  For All God’s Worth 

Five Day DevotionalFive Day DevotionalFive Day DevotionalFive Day Devotional    

Read:Read:Read:Read:    
John 4:19-24 
“Oh, so you're a prophet! Well, tell me this: Our  
ancestors worshiped God at this mountain, but you 
Jews insist that Jerusalem is the only place for wor-

ship, right?" "Believe me, woman, the time is coming when 
you Samaritans will worship the Father neither here at this 
mountain nor there in Jerusalem. You worship guessing in the 
dark; we Jews worship in the clear light of day. God's way of  
salvation is made available through the Jews. But the time is 
coming—it has, in fact, come—when what you're called will not 
matter and where you go to worship will not matter. It's who 
you are and the way you live that count before God. Your  
worship must engage your spirit in the pursuit of truth. That's 
the kind of people the Father is out looking for: those who are 
simply and honestly themselves before him in their worship. 
God is sheer being itself—Spirit. Those who worship him must 
do it out of their very being, their spirits, their true selves, in 
adoration." 

Think:Think:Think:Think:    
• When you think of “worship,” what thoughts come to 

mind? How consistently are you able to simply and 
honestly be yourself before God in worship? What 
helps/hinders you in engaging in “true worship”?    

Pray:Pray:Pray:Pray:    
“Lord, lead me into fresh paths of worshipping you  
simply and honestly in Spirit and in Truth.” 

Live:Live:Live:Live: Set aside time each day this week to worship God. 
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Four Daily Devotional StepsFour Daily Devotional StepsFour Daily Devotional StepsFour Daily Devotional Steps    

ReadReadReadRead    
Meditatively read a verse/passage. 

ThinkThinkThinkThink    
Ponder its meaning. 

PrayPrayPrayPray    
Talk it over with God. 

LiveLiveLiveLive    
Pursue life response. 

    
    

    
    
    

W h y  w e  d o  w h a t  w e  d o  

 
 

WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship    



Read:Read:Read:Read:    
Isaiah 6:1-5 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Master 
sitting on a throne—high, exalted!—and the train of 

his robes filled the Temple. Angel-seraphs hovered above 
him, each with six wings. With two wings they covered their 
faces, with two their feet, and with two they flew. And they 
called back and forth one to the other, “Holy, Holy, Holy is 
God-of-the-Angel-Armies. His bright glory fills the whole 
earth.” The foundations trembled at the sound of the angel 
voices, and then the whole house filled with smoke. I said, 
"Doom! It's Doomsday! I'm as good as dead! Every word I've 
ever spoken is tainted—blasphemous even! And the people I 
live with talk the same way, using words that corrupt and 
desecrate. And here I've looked God in the face! The King! 
God-of-the-Angel-Armies!" 

Think:Think:Think:Think:    
• When was the last time you “looked God in the face” 

in worship? How did the experience impact you? What 
personal inadequacies do you struggle with in  
worship? What is the Lord saying to you about these  
inadequacies?    

Pray:Pray:Pray:Pray:    
“Father, impress me with the reality of your throne and 
your heavenly splendor as I go through this day.” 

Live:  Live:  Live:  Live:      
Find a quiet place and put yourself before God’s throne. 
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Read:Read:Read:Read:    
Mark 14:3-9 
Jesus was at Bethany, a guest of Simon the Leper. 

While he was eating dinner, a woman came up carrying a 
bottle of very expensive perfume. Opening the bottle, she 
poured it on his head. Some of the guests became furious 
among themselves. "That's criminal! A sheer waste! This per-
fume could have been sold for well over a year's wages and 
handed out to the poor." They swelled up in anger, nearly 
bursting with indignation over her. But Jesus said, "Let her 
alone. Why are you giving her a hard time? She has just done 
something wonderfully significant for me. You will have the 
poor with you every day for the rest of your lives. Whenever 
you feel like it, you can do something for them. Not so with 
me. She did what she could when she could—she pre-
anointed my body for burial. And you can be sure that wher-
ever in the whole world the Message is preached, what she 
just did is going to be talked about admiringly." 

Think:Think:Think:Think:    

• What insights into worship do you find in this story? 
With whom do you most identify in this story — the 
critics or the critiqued? Does this story make you feel 
guilty or does it set you free and empower you to  
worship? Why? 

Pray:Pray:Pray:Pray:    
“Spirit of God, move in me today that I might do what I 
can when I can in simple acts of adoration for you.” 

Live:Live:Live:Live:    
Look for one quiet, small act of kindness to perform for 
someone else solely out of adoration for the Lord. 

Read:Read:Read:Read:    
Revelation 4:1-11 
Then I looked, and, oh!—a door open into Heaven. 

The trumpet-voice, the first voice in my vision, called out, 
"Ascend and enter..." I was caught up at once in deep worship 
and, oh!—a Throne set in Heaven with One Seated on the 
Throne, suffused in gem hues of amber and flame with a nim-
bus of emerald. Twenty-four thrones circled the Throne, with 
Twenty-four Elders seated, white-robed, gold-crowned. Light-
ning flash and thunder crash pulsed from the Throne. Seven 
fire-blazing torches fronted the Throne (these are the Seven-
fold Spirit of God). Before the Throne it was like a clear crystal 
sea. Prowling around the Throne were Four Animals, all eyes. 
Eyes to look ahead, eyes to look behind…the Four Animals 
were winged, each with six wings. They were all eyes, seeing 
around and within. And they chanted night and day, never 
taking a break: “Holy, holy, holy is God our Master, Sovereign-
Strong,  The Was, The Is, The Coming. Every time the Animals 
gave glory and honor and thanks to the One Seated on the 
Throne—the age-after-age Living One—the Twenty-four Elders 
would fall prostrate before the One Seated on the Throne. 
They worshiped the age-after-age Living One. They threw their 
crowns at the foot of the Throne, chanting, “Worthy, O Mas-
ter! Yes, our God! Take the glory! the honor! the power! You 
created it all; it was created because you wanted it.” 

Think:Think:Think:Think:    
• What would help worship to truly become an “door 

open into heaven” for you? What key lesson(s) about 
worship have you learned this week? 

Pray:Pray:Pray:Pray:    
“Lord, lift my eyes to see fresh vistas of heaven. Let my 

soul be enraptured with your beauty.” Live: Live: Live: Live: Worship! 

Read:Read:Read:Read:    
2 Samuel 6:17-23 
They brought the Chest of GOD and set it in the middle 
of the tent pavilion that David had pitched for it. Then 

and there David worshiped, offering burnt offerings and peace  
offerings. When David had completed the sacrifices of burnt 
and peace offerings, he blessed the people in the name of 
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies and handed out to each person in the 
crowd, men and women alike, a loaf of bread, a date cake, 
and a raisin cake. Then everyone went home. David returned 
home to bless his family. Michal, Saul's daughter, came out to 
greet him: "How wonderfully the king has distinguished himself 
today—exposing himself to the eyes of the servants' maids like 
some burlesque street dancer!" David replied to Michal, "In 
GOD's presence I'll dance all I want! He chose me over your 
father and the rest of our family and made me prince over 
GOD's people, over Israel. Oh yes, I'll dance to GOD's glory—
more recklessly even than this. And as far as I'm concerned… 
I'll gladly look like a fool...but among these maids you're so 
worried about, I'll be honored no end." Michal, Saul's daughter, 
was barren the rest of her life. 

Think:Think:Think:Think:    
• When’s the last time you really “lost it” in worship? 

What tends to hold you back? How do you balance 
worshipping “recklessly” with consideration for others? 

Pray:Pray:Pray:Pray:    
“Lord, let me lose myself in worshipping you today.” 

Live:Live:Live:Live: Engage in some “reckless” worship today. 
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